The Inca Empire- A Passive Voice Exercise 

	Inca Gold:
In the Inca Empire, gold was not used to buy and sell things. It was used to make ornaments for temples and the nobles. Gold was known as the sweat of the sun and silver was known as the tears of the moon. Removing gold from the capital city was prohibited. 
	
	The Capital, Cuzco:

The capital of the Inca empire was called Cuzco. It was located in the southern part of modern Peru. When the Inca Empire was founded in the 14th century, Cuzco became the capital. It was conquered by the Spanish in 1533. 

	
	
	

	The Conquest:

The Incas were conquered by the Spanish in the 16th century. The Inca army, which had 40,000 warriors, was defeated by a Spanish army of 180 men. The Spanish army was commanded by Francisco Pizarro. The Spanish horses were particularly feared by the Incas.


	
	The Location:

The Inca Empire was located in the area between the west coast of South America and the Andes Mountains. Deserts, rainforests, and mountains are all found in this region. The Inca culture was shaped by this environment. 



	
	
	

	Inca Mummies

Thousands of Inca mummies have been dug up in recent years telling us a lot about their culture. Hair, skin, and eyes are still attached to many of these mummies. These mummies were wrapped in cotton cloth and they were buried with many belongings such as food and household items. 
	
	Machu Picchu

Machu Picchu, an Inca city, is located high in the Andes Mountains. It is an amazing example of Inca engineering. It was built between 1460 and 1470 AD. The city was made from stone on top of a mountain and it is surrounded by a river. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Inca Crime and Punishment

Inca punishment could be very severe. There were four kinds of death penalties in the Inca Empire. Some people were beheaded. Others were thrown off of a cliff. Still others were stoned to death. And some were thrown into a pit of wild animals.
	
	Inca Clothes

Inca clothing was made from both cotton and wool. Originally, wool was raised in the mountains and cotton was grown along the coast.  However, because of trade both cotton and wool were used all over the Inca Empire to make clothes.

	
	
	

	Inca Agriculture

Corn, potatoes, tomatoes, chocolate and coffee were grown throughout the Inca Empire. In fact, around 60% of the vegetables that are eaten all over the world were domesticated in the Andes region. 
	
	Inca Potatoes

Potatoes were found growing wild in the Andes mountains about 750 B.C. Potatoes became an important part of Inca culture. Potatoes were used by the Incas to tell the future and treat injuries. Potatoes were called ‘edible stones’ by the Spanish.


Reference Links:

http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/laarch/inca/age.html
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/6502/incaempi.htm
http://www.museo.org/inca-history.html 

http://www.stim.com/Stim-x/9.2/fries/fries-09.2.html 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/04/0410_020417_incamummies.html 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/inca/inca_culture_5.html 
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