Three Articles on Medieval Society
	Those Who Work
Medieval society in Europe was divided into three orders (groups of people): those who work, those who fight, and those who pray. 
The people who work consisted of serfs and other peasants who lived on their lord’s manor. Serfs were peasants who were owned by a lord. They had to work for their lord in their lord’s fields. In return, the lord allowed them to use a piece of land for themselves and their family. The lord was also supposed to protect the serfs and administer justice. 
Typically a serf would have to work for three days a week on his or her lord’s lands. During the harvest, they might have to work more. The rest of the time, the serf was free to work in their own fields, which were given to them by their lord.

Serfs were not allowed to leave their lord’s manor freely. Most serfs spent their entire lives on the estate. Few even travelled off of the manor. The position of serf was hereditary so even their children were serfs on their lord’s manor.
Most serfs and other peasants were poor and illiterate. They were also religious. Their lives were centered on their fields and the village church. However, in the later medieval ages, the growth of towns allowed some escape for peasants. 
	
	Those Who Work
(1) What is the title of the article?

(2) Where did serfs live?

 (3) Who were the serfs? 

(4) What did the serfs have to do for their lord?
(5) What did they get in return?

(a)

(b)

(6) Typically how long did they have to work for their lord?

(7) Were serfs allowed to leave the land freely?

(8) What happened to a serf’s children?

(9) Were serfs literate?

(10) Were serfs religious?

(11) What was their life centered on?

(12) What allowed some peasants to escape their country life in the later medieval ages?
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Three Medieval Orders
	Those Who Pray
Medieval society in Europe was divided into three orders (groups of people): those who work, those who fight, and those who pray. 

The people who prayed were called the clergy. They consisted of village priests, bishops, and monks. The clergy were considered the highest order because they were the closest to god. Many of the clergy members were the second or third sons of noble houses. 

The village priest was responsible for looking after the spiritual lives of serfs on the manor. The village priest was often poor illiterate, but not always. They were also not supposed to marry. 

Bishops were also priests, but they were much more powerful than the local village priests. They were also more educated. 
Monks lived on estates of their own called monasteries. They took a vow of poverty and obedience. They spent their days at work in their fields or in prayer. Like priests, they were also not supposed to marry. 

Monasteries also produced educated monks that served the nobles of Europe. Most of the books that were produced in Europe were copies made by monks in the monasteries. 


	
	Those Who Pray
(1) What is the title of the article?

(2) Who were the clergy?

(3) Why were the clergy considered to be the highest order?

(4) Where did many of the clergy come from?

(5) What was the village priest responsible for?

(6) What was the village priest like?

(7) What were they not supposed to do?

(8) What were bishops like?

(9) Where did monks live?

(10) What kind of vows did they take?

(11) What did monks do?

(12) What are some other reasons that monasteries were important?

(a)

(b)
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Three Medieval Orders
	Those Who Fight
Medieval society in Europe was divided into three orders (groups of people): those who work, those who fight, and those who pray. 

War in the medieval ages was fought by knights. And, it was expensive. Few peasants could afford a horse, a suit of armor, or a sword. And so, the people who fought were from the wealthiest order, the nobility. 
The nobles were the people who owned the land. Men were called lords and women were called ladies. They lived on estates called manors. A manor is an area of land owned by a noble person. It included the lord’s house and sometimes villages as well. The lord owned all of the people (called serfs) that lived on his manor.
Unlike serfs, the nobility was free. They did however have military obligations to higher nobles. They could also expect military aid from lower nobles called vassals. In return, the lords promised to protect the vassals. In times of war a vassal was expected to bring horses and men to his lord’s aid. 

The nobility was supposed to be fierce and warlike. They never worked, but instead spent their time training for war and attending tournaments where they fought other nobles.

	
	Those Who Fight
(1) What is the title of the article?

(2) Who fought wars in the medieval ages?

(3) Why didn’t peasants fight?

(4) Who were the people who fought?

(5) Who were the nobles?

(6) What were men called?

(7) What were women called?

(8) What is a manor?

(9) What obligations did nobles have?

(10) What were the lower nobles called?

(11) What did a lord promise to a vassal?

(12) What did the vassal do in return?

(13) What was the nobility supposed to be like?

(14) Did the nobility work?
(15) How did the nobility spend its time?
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