Dangerous Jobs
	Smokejumpers 

Not everybody can be a smokejumper. You have to be somebody who enjoys risk and knows how to survive in the wilderness. What’s more, you have to know how to parachute from an airplane.

Smokejumpers are people who fight forest fires in remote wilderness locations. Because these places are so remote, the easiest way to get to them is by jumping out of an airplane with a parachute on your back.

Smokejumpers are used to fight mostly small fires. Because they parachute into the fire, they can only use light, portable equipment such as shovels and axes.  

Parachuting into a forest can be extremely dangerous. Your parachute can get caught in a tree or you can land on a sharp stick. And so, smokejumpers wear thick, padded clothing. 

But landing is not the only danger. If a forest fire gets out of control, rescuing smokejumpers is difficult. Though deaths are extremely rare, they have occurred. In 1994, 14 smokejumpers were trapped and killed by a fire on Storm King Mountain. 
	
	Smoke Jumpers
(1) Who becomes a smokejumper?

(2) What do you have to know how to do?

(a) 

(b)
(3) What are smokejumpers?
(4) Where do they fight forest fires?
(5) Why do they jump out of airplanes to fight fires?
(6) What kind of fires do smokejumpers usually fight?
(7) What equipment do they use?
(8) Why is parachuting into a forest dangerous?
(9) What kind of clothes do smokejumpers wear?
(10) Why is it dangerous to be a smokejumper if the fire gets out of control?
(11) How many smokejumpers were killed 1994?
(12) What mountain were they fighting a fire on? 



	King Crab Fishermen

There is good money to be made in the remote and harsh seas near Alaska. But the job of catching Alaskan King Crabs is not for everyone:  It’s hard work and it’s dangerous. In fact, it is one of the most dangerous jobs in the U.S.

King Crab fishing is done in the middle of winter. Sudden winter storms can toss the boats around. Fishermen fall off the boats and sometimes the boats themselves sink. Because the water is so cold, there is little chance for survival. 

As well, because the fishermen work with such heavy equipment in rough seas, there is always a chance of serious injury. 

So why would people want to do such a dangerous job? Because the pay can be extremely high. King Crab Fisherman can earn 10-20 thousand dollars in the few short weeks that the season is open. 

But, even the pay is risky. The fishermen typically get a share of the catch. If the boat catches a lot of crab, the pay will be a lot. If the boat doesn’t catch anything then the fisherman doesn’t get paid.

	
	King Crab Fishermen
(1) Where can somebody make good money?
(2) What Job does the article describe?

(3) Why don’t people want to be a King Crab fisherman?
(4) When are King Crabs caught?
(5) Why is this a dangerous time to fish?
(6) If a boat sinks, why is there such little chance of survival?
(7) Why is there always a chance of serious injury?
(8) Why do some people want to do such a dangerous job? 
(9) How much money can a King Crab fisherman earn?
(10) Why is the pay risky?
(11) What happens if the boat doesn’t catch anything?
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	Bounty Hunters

In the wild west, signs like the sign below were common. 

Wanted Dead or Alive:

Reward $500

If you captured or killed a fugitive (a criminal that ran away) you would have received a reward called a ‘bounty’. And so, bounty hunters are people who hunt fugitives for money. 

Today, there are still bounty hunters in the U.S., but they are not allowed to kill fugitives. They are only allowed to locate and capture them.

It’s a dangerous job. Fugitives often resist being arrested. And some fugitives are armed. And sometimes, bounty hunters themselves can get into trouble with the law. 

Because bounty hunters are not police, they sometimes cause problems. For example, some bounty hunters have illegally crossed into other countries to capture criminals. But, since they are not legally allowed to bounty hunt in other countries, they become kidnappers. 

Some bounty hunters have also been arrested for capturing the wrong person and killing a fugitive. 
	
	Bounty Hunters
(1) What kind of signs were common in the wild west?
(2) What is a criminal that has run away called?
(3) What is a ‘bounty’?
(4) What are bounty hunters?
(5) What country does the article mention that still has bounty hunters?
(6) What are bounty hunters not allowed to do?
(7) What are bounty hunters supposed to do? 
(8) Why is it a dangerous job?
(9) Are bounty hunters allowed to catch fugitives in other countries?  
(10) What does a bounty hunter become if they illegally arrest somebody in another country? 

(11) Why have some bounty hunters been arrested?

(a)

(b)
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