Two Articles on Camels

	Kinds of Camels

Have you ever ridden a camel before? Camels are animals that live in hot dry areas such as deserts. 
Camels are big animals with ‘humps’ on their backs. If you ride a camel, you usually sit on the hump. Some people believe that the hump is filled with water. But that is not true. The hump is filled with fat.

Some camels have two humps and some camels have one hump. The camels with two humps are called Bactrian camels. Bactrian camels live in the Gobi desert and the grasslands of Asia.  These camels are amazing because they can survive extremely hot weather and extremely cold weather.

Other camels have only one hump. These are called Arabian camels. Arabian camels live in the Middle East and Africa.  

Camels are useful because they are strong and they can go a longtime without food and water. Depending on the temperature, a camel can live without water for about one week to one month. In very hot weather, they can live about a week, and in cool weather, about a month.


	
	Camels: Exploring Deserts
Camels are sometimes called ‘ships of the desert.’ They are called ‘ships of the desert’ because people ride them around the hot, dry deserts of the world. 

Camels are very useful for traveling through the desert. They can carry heavy packs. People can drink their milk and eat their meat, which tastes like beef. And there dung can be used as fuel. 

Usually, when we think of camels, we think of deserts in Asia and Africa. But explorers have brought camels to North America and Australia as well.

In the 1850s the U.S. army brought camels from North Africa to America. They wanted to use these camels to explore the American deserts.

Camels were also used to explore Australian deserts in the 1860s. In fact, herds of camels still live in Australia today. (A group of camels is called a herd).
In Australia and North America, camels have been used by soldiers, explorers, gold miners, and mail carriers.


Two articles on Camels

	Kinds of Camels

Where do camels live?

What do camels have on their backs?

What do some people believe the humps are filled with?

What are the humps filled with?

How many humps can camels have?
What are the camels with two humps called?

Where do they live?

Why are they amazing?

What are the camels with one hump called?

Where do they live?

Why are camels useful?

How long can they go without water in hot weather?

How long can they go without water in cold weather?


	
	Camels: Exploring Deserts
What are camels sometimes called?

Why are they called that?

What are three reasons camels are useful for travelers?

(1)

(2)

(3)

What does camel meat taste like?

Where have camels been brought?

In the 1850’s, who brought camels to North America?

Why did they bring the camels?

When were camels brought to explore Australia?

What does ‘herd’ mean?

Are there still herds of camels in Australia today?

Who has used camels in North America and Australia?
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