Forensic Evidence and the Law

	Bite Marks as Evidence
In 1991, a cocktail waitress was murdered in Phoenix Arizona. She had been stabbed 11 times and bitten through her shirt. 

Ray Krone was convicted of the murder on the basis of a single piece of evidence: A forensic expert testified that the bite mark on the waitress matched Krone’s teeth. Other experts said the bite marks were inconclusive and that bite marks were unreliable in general.

In the end, the jury was convinced by the bite marks. Krone was sentenced to death. He began waiting on death row.

However, a few years later, police regularly began to use DNA as evidence to convict criminals. Krone’s family still believed he was innocent so they asked that the waitress’s shirt be re-examined for saliva in the place where she was bitten. 

The police did indeed find saliva. From the saliva, they concluded that Krone was innocent and they were able to catch the murderer who was in jail at the time for another crime. 

In short, Krone was sentenced to death for a crime that later techniques for analyzing evidence proved he didn’t commit. This leads to an important question: what if the police were unable to find saliva on the shirt?
	
	Ear Prints and Dog Line-ups

 We have all seen police gathering evidence in the movies. Typically, the police try to find fingerprints or have a witness pick a criminal out of a line-up. But have you ever heard of ‘ear prints’ or dog line-ups. 

Like fingerprints, the shape of people’s ears may help police identify criminals. Ear printing is a new branch of forensic science. But, some forensic experts think that it is still too unreliable to be used for evidence in a criminal trial. 

In 1998, Mark Dallagher was convicted of murder. The primary evidence used by the police was an ear print found on a window at the crime scene. A forensic expert testified that the ear print was certainly Mark’s. Not knowing that ear printing was unreliable, the jury believed the forensic scientist. However, luckily for Mark new DNA evidence, which is thought to be more reliable, has cleared Mark of the crime. 

Another questionable kind of forensic evidence is the ‘dog line-up’. In a dog line-up, a scent bottle of the crime scene is made using a special scent absorbing cloth.  The dog smells several people standing in a line-up and indicates if it recognizes the scent. 

Although this method is not ‘junk science’, its reliability is still questioned.  Some experts think that ‘nobody should be convicted solely on the basis of a dog wagging its tail.’


Forensic Evidence and the Law

	Bite Marks as Evidence
(1) What is the title of the article?

(2) Who was murdered?

(3) How was she murdered?

(4) What evidence was used to convict Krone?

(5) What did the forensic expert testify?

(6) What did other experts say about the bite marks?

(7) What was Krone’s sentence?

(8) What kind of evidence did police begin to use a few years later?

(9) What did Krone’s family ask the police to do?

(10) What did the police find on the shirt?

(11) What did the new evidence prove?

(12) Who did commit the murder?

(13) What question is asked at the end of the article?


	
	Ear Prints as Evidence

(1) What is the title of the article?

(2) What have we all seen in the movies?

(3) What kind of evidence do police typically look for?

(4) What new branch of forensic evidence is mentioned in the article?

(5) What do some forensic experts think of ear printing?

(6) What was Mark Dallagher convicted of? 

(7) What was the primary evidence used to convict him?

(8) What did a forensic expert testify?
(9) What did the jury not know?

(10) What new evidence was used to prove that Mark was innocent?

(11) What is another questionable kind of forensic evidence?

(12) How do police get the scent from the crime scene?

(13) What do some experts feel about convicting people with this kind of evidence?
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