Due to, Because of

Grammar

When stating the cause of something or the reason why something happened, people often use the expressions ‘due to’ or ‘because of’ followed by a noun, gerund, or a noun clause. Here are some examples. 

The game was cancelled due to rain.  (‘rain’ = noun)

He’s quitting because of what you said. (‘what you said’ = noun clause)

In a business setting, these expressions can be used to explain why changes took places in the corporation. Here are some more examples:

Sales fluctuated due to a price war among competitors.

Airfares increased dramatically because of rising oil prices.

Investment declined due to higher interest rates.

Production dropped because of the labour strike.

The stock price fluctuated wildly due to rumours of bankruptcy.

Writing

Rewrite the following sentences using the expressions ‘due to’ or ‘because of’. 

	(1)
	Inflation caused a rise in the cost of raw materials.

	
	The cost of raw materials rose due to inflation

	(2)
	Corruption caused a decline in efficiency. 

	
	

	(3)
	Poor quality control caused an increase in complaints.

	
	

	(4)
	A price war among competitors caused a fluctuation in prices.

	
	

	(5)
	An increase in accidents caused a dramatic increase in insurance rates. 

	
	

	(6)
	Higher safety standards led to a sharp drop in accidents. 

	
	


On the back of this sheet, make 5 sentences of your own using the expressions ‘due to’ or ‘because of’.
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