Using Articles: Specific Versus General Nouns

When speaking about specific items we use an article. When speaking about items in general, we leave the article out. Decide whether or not to use an article. Fill in the blank with the article ‘the’ or just leave it blank.

(1) _________ firefighters face dangers

(2) _________ firefighters were the first to arrive at the scene of the accident.

(3) _________ firefighters are often the first to arrive at the scene of an accident. 

(4) _________ firefighters inhale many dangerous fumes on the job.

(5) _________  cigarettes are on the table.

(6) _________ cigarettes kill many people every year.

(7) _________ cigarette broke before I could light it. 

(8) _________ athletes were tired after the game.

(9) _________ athletes should drink plenty of liquids.

(10) _________ sea turtles are endangered.

(11) The fisherman released _________ sea turtles that they caught.

(12) _________ sea turtles are protected by the government.

(13) The zoo nursed _________ sick sea turtle back to health. 

(14) _________ cars are responsible for much of the pollution found in cities. 

(15) _________ cars parked in the alley were towed away last night.

(16) The driver of _________ car had been drinking.

(17) _________ cattle are diseased.

(18) _________ cattle often catch diseases from their food supply.

(19) _________ doctors make a lot of money.

(20) _________ doctors who examined the patient couldn’t find anything wrong.

(21) _________ doctor said I should exercise more.

(22) _________ doctors recommend eating more fish.

(23) _________ doctor recommended that I cut down on fats.

(24) _________ movies are an important part of modern culture.

(25) _________ movie was interesting but a little long. 

(26) Of all _________ movies I saw last year, it is the only one I remember.

Note: This exercise is really a ‘best guess’ exercise because, for many of the examples above, there are situations where the article could be used or left out. But by using an article, you are speaking about a specific item, and by leaving it out you are speaking in general. 
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