Two Animal Attacks

	Shark Attacks

When people go swimming in the open ocean, they may experience some fear of being attacked by a shark. 

Although, it is possible that you will be attacked, it is highly unlikely.  In fact, chances are that even if you see a shark it will not attack you. 

It is more likely that you will be struck by lightning. In the coastal states of the U.S., about 180 people are struck by lightning every year, but only about 11 people are attacked by sharks. Of those 11 attacks, chances are that only one of them will be fatal. 

In fact, you are more likely to drown than to be attacked by a shark. (The chances are about 1 in 3.5 million that you will drown while at the beach, but about 1 in 11 million that you will be attacked by a shark.) 

However, if you are still worried about shark attacks, there are several ways to reduce the chances of being attacked by a shark.  

Traveling in groups is one way to reduce the risks. Sharks are much more likely to attack a solitary swimmer. Also, stay out of the water if you have a cut since sharks have a good sense of smell.
	
	Bear Attacks

When people go hiking in the back woods of North America, they might experience some fear of being attacked by a bear. 

Although it is possible that you will be attacked, it is extremely improbable. In fact, chances are that if you run into a bear, the bear will be more afraid of you and go away by itself.

It is more likely that you will die in a car crash on your way to the back woods than by being attacked by a bear. 

In the Yellowstone National Park in the U.S., statistics show that you are more likely to drown than to be attacked by a bear. In the period between 1839 and 1994, 101 people died from drowning but only 5 people were killed by grizzly bears. 

However, if you are still worried about bear attacks, there are several ways to reduce the chances of being attacked by a bear.

Traveling in groups is one way to reduce the chances. Bears are very unlikely to attack groups of four or more people. Also, stay calm if you run into a bear. Bears are much more likely to attack if you try to run away.


	The Chances of a Shark Attack

What is the title of the article?

What do people sometimes fear when they go swimming in the open ocean?

What will probably happen if you see a shark while you are swimming?

What are you more likely to be struck by?

How many people are struck by lightning in the coastal states every year?

How many people are attacked by sharks?

How many of the shark attacks are fatal?

What else are you more likely to die because of?

What are the chances of drowning?

What are the chances of being attacked by a shark?

How can you reduce the chances of a shark attack?

(a)

(b)


	
	The Chances of a Bear Attack

What is the title of the article?

What do some people fear when they go hiking in the back woods of North America?

What will the bear probably do if you run into it?

What are you more likely to die from?

What park does the article mention?

According to the article, what are you more likely to die from?

In the period between 1839 and 1994, how many people died from drowning?

How many people died from bear attacks?

What are two ways you can reduce the chances of a bear attack?

(a)

(b)
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Sources for this reading activity:

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/Sharks/Statistics/beachattacks.htm 

http://www.sierraclub.org/grizzly/pdfs/Mauling.PDF 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/traveler/0103/bears.html 

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/Sharks/Attacks/relariskreduce.htm 

www.uoregon.edu/~opp/ws/bears&cougars.pdf 
