Two Kinds of Bears

	Polar Bears

Polar bears are tough animals. They live in the arctic tundra. They are the top of the food chain and can survive swimming in the chilly water of the arctic ocean. 

But the north pole is a cold harsh place to live. Six out of ten polar bear cubs die before they are one year old. The main causes of death are starvation and hunting by humans.
Polar bears typically have two cubs. Though the mother will sometimes kill one cub if she is very hungry.
The polar bears are skilled hunters. They catch seals and other animals in the artic ocean. Some researchers think that polar bears are just as smart as apes. 

The scientific name for polar bears means ‘sea bear’. Polar bears are sometimes called sea bears because they can swim in the sea. They can swim as fast as ten kilometers per hour.

One amazing fact about their fur is that it prevents heat from leaving the bear. If you look at a polar bear through an infrared camera, you won’t be able to see anything.


	
	Panda Bears

Panda Bears are rare animals that live in the temperate rainforests of China. They are an endangered species; Only about 1000 bears are left in the wild. 

Panda bears are herbivores. A herbivore is an animal that only eats plants. In particular, the panda bear likes to eat bamboo shoots. In fact, panda bears also get most of their water from bamboo as well.

Most pandas live in the high mountains among the bamboo forests. Pandas once lived in the lowlands too, but farming and logging have destroyed their homes so Pandas cannot live there anymore.

Scientists aren’t sure how long these animals live but they think they can live to about 30-35 years old.

Pandas are very small when they are born. They weigh only about 140 grams. That’s smaller than a can of coke. And they are completely helpless since they are blind when they are born.



	Polar Bears

 What animal does the article talk about?

What are they at the top of?

What can they survive?

What is the north pole like?

How many bear cubs die?
What are the main causes of death?

(1)

(2)
How many cubs does the mother have?

What does the mother sometimes do if she is hungry?
How do polar bears get their food?

What do some researchers think about the polar bears intelligence?

What does their scientific name mean?

How fast can they swim?

What is an amazing fact about polar bears?

What happens if you film them on an infrared camera
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	Panda Bears

What animal does the article talk about?

Do panda bears live in hot climates?

How many bears are left in the wild?

What is a herbivore?

What do panda bears eat mostly?
What else do panda bears get from bamboo?

Where do panda bears live?

Where did they once live?

Why don’t they live there anymore?

How old do panda bears live?

How big are they when they are born?

What are they smaller than?

Why are they helpless?


