Two Whales

	The Blue Whale

Perhaps, you already know that the blue whale is the largest animal on the earth. But did you know that it is the largest animal that has ever lived on the earth. It is even bigger than the dinosaurs. 

But it is not just the biggest animal on earth. It is also the loudest animal. The blue whales cry can be heard for hundreds of kilometers. It is even louder than a jet airplane.

But even though it is big and loud, the blue whale is not a ferocious animal. It is a filter feeder, which means it eats plankton and krill (very small shrimp). 

Blue Whales breathe through a hole on the top of their body called a blowhole. They can stay underwater for almost an hour. 

Blue whales live in every ocean of the world. The only predators that blue whales have are killer whales and humans. However, since 1966, humans have stopped hunting blue whales because there are very few left. There are only about 10,000 blue whales left. They are an endangered species.
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	Killer Whales

If you were on a small boat in the ocean and you came across a killer whale, would you be scared. Well, you shouldn’t be. Killer whales don’t attack people.

Killer whales are actually not whales. They are large dolphins with teeth. They are also called ‘orca’. 

Killer whales are very good at hunting. They will hunt various foods such as fish, sharks, birds, seals, squid and even whales. And they are very fast too. They can swim as fast as 50 kilometers per hour.

Killer whales are social animals. They live in pods. A pod is a group of whales. They travel in pods and they even cooperate when they hunt. 

Happily, killer whales are not endangered. There are many killer whales living all over the world. And for countries where killer whales live, the whales are good for tourism for the country. People spend a lot of money to see killer whales in the wild. 
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